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What islymphogranuloma venereum (LGV)?
LGV isasexually transmitted disease (STD) or infection involving the lymph glands in the genital area. It is caused by a
specific strain of chlamydia.

Who gets LGV?
The incidence is highest among sexually active people livingintropical or subtropical climates. It has also occurred in

some areas of the southern United States.

HowisLGV spread?
The infectionis spread by sexual contact.

What are the symptoms of LGV?

The first symptom may be a small, painless pimple or lesion occurring on the penis or vagina. It is often unnoticed. The
i nfecti on then spreads to the lymph nodes in the groin area and from there to the surrounding tissue. Compli cations may
include inflamed and swollen lymph glands which may drain and bleed.

How soon do symptoms appear ?
The onset of symptoms varies widely. The initial 1esion may appear from three to 30 days after exposure.

When and for how longisa person ableto spread LGV?
Anindividual remains infectious as long as there are active lesions.

What isthe treatment for LGV?
Treatment invol ves the use of certain antibodies, specifically tetracycline or sulfamethoxazole.

What can be doneto prevent the spread of LGV?
There are a number of ways to prevent the spread of LGV:

Limit your number of sex partners.

Use a condom.

Carefully wash genital s after sexual relations.

If you think you are infected, avoid any sexual contact and visit your local STD clinic, a
hospital or your doctor.

Notify all sexual contacts immediately so they can obtai n examination and treatment.
Protect yourself by practi cing absti nence, monogamy, or by limiting your number of sexual partners.
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